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RECORDING THI. 1772 KIF.CKMAN HAF-PSICIIORI by I l .A.GERZON
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The Ashmol-ean Museum in Oxford has a smal f  col lect ion of

historic rnusical instrunents, including a 1772 Kirckrnan harpsi-

ctrord,. A former nei lber of oxford university {ape_Recording \
Eo" i " i y fourns) ,ea , t r  Hod-ges(who-  i s  low a  BBC record ing  eng!neer )

r.uu " i .du" in.be!rest in 5ta keyboard instrumeni,s ,_. and obtained
p""t i"- io" for OUTRI3 to record hin playing the Kirckman'

[he f irst recorCing session was a]most disastrous.ras t l le

stereo nicrophone ttpt i t iSr (used by OUTRS to avoid the hunt
p"o[iur" 

- 
"" sbciated iuith * i"rophone- transformers) went _lnlrong and

fi"a io be repaired on-itre spot ' .  We ha{ al-ready been-delayed' by

In"  f i c t  tha i  the  v ic to r ian t  (? )  e lec t r i ca f  sockets  o f  the

n.t*of""t  had defeaiea our I ' i tat l  p1ug, and we ended up with a

ra ther  poor  mono record ing ,  nade in  g rea t  has te '

A second session was arranged' a lew nronths later '  anC- we

ar r ived  be t te r  p tup . t "a , 'w i th  two*nevoxes  and a  B & O '  fed  by  a

n n i r r o i d a n t  q t a r . c r l  n a i r  o f  R e s l o  V R T  r i b b o n  m i c r o p h o n e s  v i a  a n
v  v v v l v v  r

equalised f oio noise rnicrophone ampli f ier construcl;ed by our

; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; y  iu i " " -c t " " " " . -  
'  

The ' t i ve  sor . rnd  o f  the  K l rckman is

;;6ri ; i igly t i rnt in- iHe bass and cfear in the trebfe'not ai:  al l
*he  r t i  nk ' i  wr  sounr l  " r l " . Iua  i "om modern  harps ichords  a+d.  f  o r  th is
u  r r . r  u  ! r r r ! + n l

reason we di. t ' ,ot wli i-!o ;ginnick' the sbund by suoh tricks as
p"tt i i ie it. mikes in the l id I As the acoustics of l ihe room
;; ; ; -a ; - ;A i . , i '  tu  a id- ,nowever 'u-se a c loser  microphone pos i t ion
thal usual .

The recordinq vrent srnootlr ly(af ter OUTRST cusi;omary chaos

i n  s e t t i n g  u p ) , b u c  i "  i l " n a  t h a t  w i  b a d  t o  g r o s s l y  u n d e r - r e c o r d
o" r - i "p " i " in 'o iaer  io  avo id  the  loss  o f  the  sp iky  t rans  j -en ts

p"oalr" ia by harp s icho rds (which 4o l9t register on meter or magic

eye)  I t  i s  neces ; ; ; t - i ;  r :e ta in  these l rans ien ts  i f  the  sound

q i . i i t y  o f  the  ins t rum6nt  i s  to  be  re ta ined as  fa r  a  poss lb le

on the tape . uowever r \^/e -were using- BASF PES 1t T- 'H tape, whose

ltow hiss and high ori i" i -  (on-a suit i t ly biased and adjusted" tape

i" i  " ia"" I  
-  

" irot"ott" tb u-nd'er-recorc' drlst ical ly without tbe hiss

becon ing  verY no t iceab le .

On playing the tapes back on Quad' electrostat ic loud-

speakers. v,Ie were tuif .ut- ai u "ppo int ed with the lack of reafisnr

; I - ; ; " - ; ;p ;u ; i i .u  r i "o  
- r 'u ' "=  

u 'u l 'nob  very  ev ident  on  the  record ing

and the treble t"" "I ief i l ly unpteasant'  As we hp've-found Quad
"p""t""" give the *o=i ' ' """ i l""tb id-ea of vrhat the signal fed into

iLen is  r l te  l tna t i ' J - t r ty  " " ty  peop le  don ' t  l i ke  them!) '  we fe l t

; [ ; ;  ; ;"  -cluipment p"trt lp" tL"-t tot,good' enough-to c-apture the

nu"p"i"nor.i piop"rti. 
- ' 

Thg rlT,t _9i:: 
"l{usi-c f or virginals,

Ctair ict iord a.ta t lu"p"lchord" (HQS 11OO)has alrvays struck ne as

; ; i l [ - ; - ; ; "y  r lne  ; ; ; ; ;4 i "8 ' 'u t tc '  "o  a  d i rec t  conpar ison  be tween

itre-- ie"orai i lg and the Kirc[rnan harpsichord on th-e disc was made-
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R a A o n r , d i  n , r  r h c  1 r 1  )  ; / ;  r . a l z r n r n  

- : o  " ^ c i  o L , t r {  |  a r n + ; r , , . , , 1  1

f L  b e c : m e  o b v i o u s  - h a t  t h e  d i s c  l r e c o r d i n g  t o o  s o u n d e o  i r o t h i n g
Like the r ich sound of the l - ive Kirckman. We can only conclud,e
bha t  i b  i s  beyond  the  capab i l i t i es  o f  even  ' che  bes t  ava i fab le
q t r r  n o n  o n t r i  n m o r r l :  t n  n a n n r " ^  h j t r r ' n c i  a h a z , n c  r a o I  i c I i n - I r . .u  L r q !  P .  r v  L r u  L r \ / c \ J  _ 1 . y .

i lhi fe the mil leniun has not yet arr ived in real ist ic sou_nd
record ing  and reproduc  b ion ,a t  leas t  OUTI?S : rembers  ha , re  nov ;  heard
l,rhat Haydn and Beethoven souncl l ike on the sort of instrument
that much of their music was ori-ginal ly playecl on; one must then
t r l ona i c  _ r '  r ^ rhw  ncnn l  p  p1 / c r  r ' \ ' l  r v  t hFm nn  Fho  mndo r ' n  r_ r , an r i  a i  q r r . r

+  *  r (  *  *  *  *  *  *  +  r t  : t <  *  * , k  *

FY'1)T.NNTITr]  I ' -E TI iN MA by FiEITli UPTOIT

(o r  ' hov , '  t o  b low  up  you r  t ape  reco rde r '  I  )
Do  you  eve r  f i nd  yJu rse f f  ha l f -way  Lh roue .h  a  capc  an {  t hen

sudoen ly  fee f  t he  u rge  ro  have  cn  exp los ion?  L .o?  1 - ' hen  - ;ou  h :ve
no t  l i ved l  He re  i s  t he  me thod  I  use  to  c rea te  an  exp los ion  o r
c r a s h  e f f e c 1 , -  i h I q  - i - - r  r  ^ ^ r , - . 1 a  n l -  r ' i ^ ' ,  e 5  6 0l s u u t  r u  -  D _ L L ! p  \ r l i r J  u d \ r u  o  v v , _ y r L  u r

i r a 1 , ^  -  F i  r s - '  - - a ' r / c o  L h 6  L r . n e  n f  r , r a s t s  v O U  n C e d  a n d  S C f C C U  i l e m s\ , I L ! v J P v v 4 U l g ! ! r i l

l  i k o  - i o n l z n l r r o c  n r r f c  h n l t . r  n o n a i  
- l  

c  c m r l  l  n - i a n a ^  n f  n l o c r - i , .  - -  " t .
u b o  t  r r u  u r ,  u v r  u J  t  y u l r v t ,  p  r  - ! r o f  r  u r v  v !  u ! , ' , t

a f  e r ,v  co i r rs  (bu t  th is  can ma.ke  the  c rash  expens ive  )  and p lace  a l l
' i r  | - h e  

' l  i d  n f  v n , n  1 g q 6 y l e r .  T h e  d e t , a c l : p h l  F  r v n 6  r - l  l i d  i e  b c s t
^ r l . r a n . ' i  F ^ n ^  + . \  . l r n o o . a  + 1 1 6  1 - A ^ . \ r " . l e f  :J /  v u  v e r r u

' l c  L  you r  reco rde r  a t  b l v i ce  thc  spe r -d  yo  r  r ' r i l l  wa r i  t -  uhe
' j r i < h ^ 6 1  c r p s h  a F  ^ " ' r . l -  - . '  - l r a  l r A  f  r -  ^ f  h i - c  o - {  ^ i 6 ^ 6 -  \ d i t h* v  u r r L

one hand and check  the  recordr ing  leve l  fo r  fu l l  rnodu la t ion  o f
the  tape "  A l -1  se t  ?  Then s ta r t  thc  recorder  go ing ,  b race  your -
se l f  a i rd  h i t  bhe 1 id  rea . l l y  harc l  ( th is  i s  v rha t - i s  ca f fea .  sob i<- i t
U o - & e ) . . n o t  c o n t , n t  w i t l ^  L h a t ,  n o c k  t . e  I  i c l  t o  a n C  - [ r o  t o  g i v c
r r ^ ^ +  ^ ^ r  - . . . ^  . n -  -  |  f  . , ^ . , ,  , . . ;  ̂ h  4 r , n n  c n . r  ^  n F  i h a  l . i  t S  O nd , r r t 1 1 6  \ r \ r w r l  f : - L  r \ : u L .  . J - - L  , y \ r u  ! \ 1 5 r . ' ,  a ! v l

t h c  f l o o r .  D r o p  t h e  f o t  i f  y o u  a r e  r e a l l y  e n t h u s i a s u i c  !

P lace  the  r cma ins  o f  t he  l i d  and ,  p ieces  i n  a  sa fe  p lace ,
( ; 7 o u  m a y  n c o d  t h e  r n  a g a i n ) a n d  p l a y b a c k  y o u r '  - f f o r t s  a t  ' n a f f - '

s p e c d ' .  Y o u  v l i f  I  b c  s u r r r j i s c c i  a t  L h c  r ^ s u l  L s ( e s p .  c i a l l y  i f  y o u
J  o r g o  L  L o  s r v i r " c h  c o  R E C O R L ) .  C r c a J < i n g  a n d  c t l ^ e r  n o i s c :  c a n  h . .
add .ud  by  ad - l i bb ing  a  l L  \ , . r  g r  rn  LS  o r  g roans  a  I  rhc  sanc  b imL  as
b i t t i ng  the  l i d  ( so rne t imes  these  comc  na tu ra l  l y  , '  CLep  end ing  upon
w h c r e  y o u  o r o p  b h e  b i b s  l )  A n y o n e  t v h o  f i n d s  t h i s  m - t h o d  - r c e  f  c s s
m a y  c o n t a c L  r n c  l o r  l u r t h c r  i n s b r r r c b i o n s  a i r d  a c L u a l  - x a m p l e s  I

+  r <  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ) i < ' !  ) t  *  +  +

GOLIEI|  TI iPE OF ZLTRICH CONTIST Consratufet ions bo Ken l lcI(enzie
c e s s  i n  t : h i s  i m p o r L c n t  c o l t r e s b . - a c h

i von  a  b ronze  neda l  f o r  t he i r  en t r i es  v , rh i ch  had  to  be  a  10  second
rqu r i ca l  j  cem fo r  Lhe  O lymp ic  games  in  Japan  i r t  1 l7a ,  ' 'wo  o f  t hc
Go ld  meda ls  v /e re  won  by  Gernany  an i  t he  o the r  t h ree  by  the  Sw iss ,
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